
 
 Oregon Association of Nurseries 

 2009 STATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 
 
 

 

Labor issues 
 

Immigration: The Oregon Association of Nurseries (OAN) supports federal 
comprehensive immigration reform; the state Legislature is not the appropriate 
entity to set immigration policy. Additionally, the nursery industry does not support 
immigration legislation that is construed as anti-employer or anti-employee.  
 
Regional Minimum Wage: Oregon’s annual indexing of the minimum wage does 
not work for agriculture. It is tied to the Consumer Price Index for urban wage 
earners and does not consider rural Oregon employers. Oregon needs a minimum 
wage policy that is reflective of both urban and rural areas of the state. The OAN 
may pursue mitigating proposals, such as tax credits for labor-intensive industries.  
 
Unionization of the agricultural workforce: The nursery and greenhouse industry 
pays the highest average agriculture wage in the nation and would not support 
erosion of the current law for unionization. Issues such as card check, which would 
allow unionization without a private vote, are unfair to workers and employers. The 
OAN views this legislation as an intrusion into the right to bargain freely over 
working terms and conditions. It would have negative impacts on agriculture. 
 

 
Water As a water-dependent industry, access to water and an agricultural friendly 

regulatory environment is a high priority. The OAN has participated in numerous 
work groups regarding water supply, water quality, and conservation during the 
interim. While it is not clear what water policy will emerge in 2009, the nursery 
industry will support a balanced water package that promotes both conservation 
measures and increasing supply.  
 
 

Taxation Estate Tax reform fix: The 2007 and 2008 Legislatures passed landmark estate tax 
laws to assist small farm, forest and fishery operations. Modest adjustments to the 
bill are needed in order to enable the intent of the legislation and to account for the 
changing value of the land and operation. 
 
Energy and Water Tax Credit: Water and energy legislation may include efficiency 
and conservation tax credits. The OAN would support opening those tax credits to 
natural resource industries if the plan is modeled after the earned income tax credit. 
 
Minimum Wage Indexing Tax Credit: The annual minimum wage indexing places 
Oregon’s nursery and greenhouse industry at a competitive disadvantage with other 
states. OAN advocates for a regional minimum wage structure as well as a tax credit 
to labor intensive industries that compete with states with a lower minimum wage. 

Additional tax issues may include corporate minimum, paid family leave, and 
carbon taxes. 
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Transportation As a national leader in plant production, Oregon’s nursery industry supports 

increased freight mobility and access to opportunities for multi-modal delivery of 
plant material. Major transportation infrastructure projects have been listed as 
priorities by the governor and leaders of the state Legislature. The OAN will focus 
on increasing greenspace requirements within cities to reduce heat island effect, 
requiring plant use to provide carbon offsets to new road projects on a per lane mile 
basis, better incorporating stormwater mitigation and urban sinks into highway and 
transit projects, and utilizing more plant material in highway and road construction.  
 
 

Environment The nursery and greenhouse industry strives for a balanced environmental agenda 
that mirrors agriculture’s strong sustainable ethic. It is important to acknowledge 
plant material as an environmental offset when considering legislation. The OAN 
will work to protect against onerous restrictions on field burning, proper pesticide 
application, and restrictions on growing operations near waterways.  
 
 

Metal Theft The OAN will pursue a bill that increases penalties for metal thieves, greater 
flexibility for law enforcement to crack down on the transportation and selling of 
illegal materials, increased cooperation between metal recyclers and stakeholders, 
and urges the district attorneys to develop a plan to prosecute and deter metal theft 
in all 36 counties. 
 
 

Land Use As the largest sector of Oregon agriculture, the nursery and greenhouse 
industry seeks balanced land use law that supports the state’s rich 
agricultural industries. OAN will be monitoring policy proposals surrounding 
Oregon’s Big Look (regional land use), urban-rural reserves, liquefied natural gas 
lines, and exclusive farm use regulatory changes. 
 
 

Other Issues Additional areas of focus by the OAN include Nursery License fees, Oregon 
Department of Agriculture policy support, Oregon State University and Extension, 
along with Oregon Sustainable Agricultural Resource Center (OSARC). 

  
  

Contact Information: 
 

Jeff Stone 
Director of Government Relations 
29751 SW Town Center Loop W 
Wilsonville, OR  97070 
503-582-2003 (direct) 
971-235-3868 (cell) 
jstone@oan.org 
 

John Aguirre 
Executive Director 
29751 SW Town Center Loop W 
Wilsonville, OR  97070 
503-682-5089 
jaguirre@oan.org 
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