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April 7, 2011 

Dear House Co-Speakers Roblan and Hanna: 

The Oregon Cooperative Extension Service, Agricultural Experiment Station, and 
Forest Research Laboratory—the Statewide Public Service Programs—are critical 
resources that support the wellbeing of all Oregonians. They are currently at risk due 
to the proposed, dramatic cuts in the Governor's Recommended Budget. These cuts of 
$20 million (19%) are disproportionate in comparison to general higher education 
system proposed cuts of 8%. The cuts are particularly unfair, considering that the 
Statewide Public Service Programs cannot raise tuition to help offset cuts like rest of 
Higher Education.  

The Statewides are core elements of Oregon’s only Land Grant University and unique 
and integral parts of Higher Education. As diverse representatives of the agricultural, 
natural resources, and conservation communities, we respectfully urge you to treat the 
Oregon University System’s Statewide Public Service Programs equitably with the rest 
of Higher Education.   

More than 15 percent of Oregon's economy flows from Oregon agriculture. Over a 
quarter of Oregon's land is in agricultural production. The Statewides help Oregon 
agriculture thrive economically and protect our environment. Agricultural research 
and Extension education provide critical services that benefit both rural and urban 
Oregonians. If you care about the wellbeing of a significant part of Oregon's economy, 
and about producing high quality, delicious food in Oregon while protecting our 
health, water, air, soil and ecosystems, then you should care about Oregon's Extension 
Service and Agricultural Experiment Stations. They are the only credible source of 
practical, on-the-ground research to grow the best food and fiber, and the most trusted 
and only independent source of information for farmers and ranchers in advanced 
production methods that protect our environment. Extension also teaches hungry 
Oregonians how to cook low-cost nutritious food, helps our schools protect children's 



health through integrated pest management, and helps urban areas reduce their 
stormwater pollution.  

A number of recently published agricultural reports and articles all articulate the same 
message: to feed ourselves and the world in the future, and to ensure economic 
wellbeing in rural areas, we must invest in agricultural research and Extension. It's 
short-sighted to disinvest in on-the-ground research and outreach that provides 
farmers and foresters critical information they need now to survive and thrive in the 
future, and that helps them protect Oregonian's health and Oregon's valuable 
environment.   

We must ensure that these programs are not cut beyond their financial tipping point 
resulting in the permanent loss of essential services and the loss of the capacity to 
address some of the most significant problems facing Oregon: hunger, economic 
instability, kid’s health, and protection of our environment.  

The 19% proposed cuts to the Statewides will require: 

• Consolidating or closure of five Agricultural Experiment Stations around the 
state.  

• Reducing and eliminating Extension programs, staff and services in each 
county around the state. 

• Losing significant county, federal, and private foundation funds currently 
leveraged by Extension and Agricultural Experiment Station faculty and 
programs.  

To treat the Oregon University System's "Statewide" programs equitably, 
and prevent the loss of critical services to Oregonians around the state, we 
strongly recommend that $12 million be added back to the Statewides’ 
budget to bring their cuts in line with the rest of Higher Education.  

There is no other independent, academic, reliable and accessible source for this 
information in Oregon.  

Please protect the integrity of one of our most important resources in Oregon—our 
innovation and knowledge base that will enable all of us to thrive and prosper in the 
future. Please protect Oregon’s Agricultural Experiment Station, Extension Service, 
and Forest Research Laboratory from inequitable cuts that will cripple the ability of 
these programs to support our success as a state and the wellbeing of all Oregonians.  
 
 


